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· The kingdom of God is experienced and extended by faith.
· How do we grow in faith?
















Introduction
We live with the tension of two realities that the kingdom has come but is not yet fully here. 
That tension though can create a danger. 
· Passivity and retreat. A fatalistic acceptance.

· ‘Faith in faith’ instead of God. Denial and confession.

A kingdom way of the, ‘here but not yet’, embraces:
· Present reality and hopeful expectation 
· Lament and celebration
· Weakness and Courage 
· Peace and Longing
· Rest and Works
· Mystery and miracles

How do we live with joy in the present but confidence for a greater inbreaking of the kingdom?
What releases the power of the Holy Spirit to bring a greater measure of healing, deliverance and courage to share the good news of Jesus Christ?
What enables us to exercise the gifts of the Holy Spirit to see the kingdom of God extended; the church built, the world reached and justice pursued?
FAITH

What is faith?
Hebrews 11:1
‘Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.’
Described by the lives of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel.
What did they do? Hebrews 11: 33- 38
These expressions of faith are practical, sacrificial and courageous. 
The chapter finishes with:
‘These were all commended for their faith……’
But the promise to us is in verse 40
‘God had planned something better for us….’
What could be better than what they had experienced
The better is that because Christ has come, sin and death have been defeated, we are now temples of the Holy Spirt, the evil one has been overcome, Christ is ruling and reigning from heaven, we can be co-heirs with Christ and we can partner with Him to see His rule and reign go to the ends of the earth.
Faith is not an intellectual agreement to a doctrinal or credal statement. Faith is the dynamic of acting on the basis of what God has declared.
James 2: 14-20

The dynamic of faith relating to the in-breaking of the kingdom of God
Matthew 8:5-10
Faith recognises the authority of Christ
Matthew 9:1-2
Faith results in action
Matthew 9:20-22
Faith is courageous
Matthew 9:27-29. Faith pursues
Matthew 13:58. Lack of faith hinders
Matthew 15:21-28. Faith comes from humility
Matthew 17:20. Faith is expressed in words
Matthew 21:21-22. Faith moves mountains
John 14:12-14. Faith glorifies God.

How does faith operate?

· Revelation of God’s promises to us by the Holy Spirit and of who we are in Christ.

· Response: Choosing to believe what God says. 

· Action: We ‘step out of the boat’. There is a risk to faith. It requires trust and is potentially costly.

· Persistence: in prayer and fasting. 


How do we grow in faith?

· Prayer: 

Mark 9:24. “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”
Ephesians 6:18 ‘Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayer….’ 

· Read: the accounts of faith in the lives of other Christians 

· Recall your own stories of faith and the breakthroughs from God it brought. 
Psalm 77:1

I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago.

· Memorise scriptural promises of God responding to prayer.

John 14:12-14
Anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing

John 15:7
If you remain in me and my words remain in you ask whatever you wish and it will be given you.

James 5:17-18
Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.

How do we apply these principles of faith to ministry?

· Proximity and availability: 

· Be in places outside your comfort zone


· Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. 

· Speak out words of truth. 

· Act. 
· Pray for the kingdom to come

· Perseverance. 

For discussion:

1. Do you feel your faith has grown or diminished in relation to the inbreaking of the kingdom of God? What has caused it to grow or diminish?

2. In what ways is your faith in God being put into action and expressed on a day-to-day basis?

3. What stories of God’s faithfulness to His word can you recall in your own life?


