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The Character and Attributes of God

Who is God?
What is God’s nature?

Suggested reading
‘Systematic Theology’. Wayne Grudem. Chapters 11 to 13.
‘Incomparable: Exploring the Character of God’. Andrew Wilson
‘A Radical Encounter with God: Seeing the God that Isaiah Saw’. Greg Haslam.













Introduction:
“What comes into our minds when we think of God is the most important thing about us.”
A W Tozer
What view do we have of God? 
What we truly believe, rather than what we say we believe, will determine how we react to challenges, what we do on a day-to-day basis and how we invest our lives.
What is the first of the ten commandments?
Exodus 20:3. “You shall have no other gods before me” 
We think of other ‘gods’ as idols or man-made ideas of god like Baal of the OT. However, can we have a view of God as Christians that is one that we like or have thought up? God made in our image? An idea of God that we like or fits with our needs?

1 John 5:21. ‘Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.’
This was written to Christians. What sort of idols may they have been giving themselves to?
Idols are what we look to for security, identity, protection, priorities etc. These are our ‘functional saviours’. They can be physical, digital, relational or simply, a false view of God.
So how do we know who God really is? The Bible reveals His attributes and character. We may find what is revealed as uncomfortable as it clashes with the image we have created!
So, how does the Bible describe God?

Attributes
To know God starts with knowing who God is. This includes His nature and character. 
Q. What are the attributes of God? (The qualities that are an inherent part of who God is).

Eternally Self-existent. God alone has always existed and has eternal life in Himself. He needs no other.
Spirit. Not limited to time and space. 
Infinite.
Personal. Acts and intervenes in His creation and people’s lives.
Sovereign. Rules and reigns over every earthly and spiritual power.
Holy. Perfect. Morally pure.
Omnipresent. Everywhere.
Omniscient. All-knowing.
Omnipotent. All powerful.
Immutable. Never changes.
Perfectly and wholly Truthful. He reveals the truth about Himself, us the world, the future, sin, salvation, judgement, heaven and hell.
Wise. Knows everything and uses it for His perfect and highest end.
Good. Good to the just and unjust. Seen in all of creation.
Graceful. Not on basis of merit. God’s riches at Christ’s expense. Serein Christ.
Merciful.
Love. ‘God is love’.
Foreknowledge. God sees everything in all time/history equally
Righteous/Just. He never does anything wrong.
Wrathful. Reflects HIs purity and holiness.
Judge
Creator
Relational
Question: Does God have emotions and feelings? If so, how are these revealed in the Bible?
Incommunicable attributes (Those only belonging to God)
Eternally self-existent
Spirit
Infinite
Sovereign
Holy
Unchangeable
Omnipresent
Omniscient
Omnipotent
Immutable/unchanging
Judge
Creator
Self-existent
One being three persons. Indivisible in essence.

Communicable attributes (Those seen to some degree in us because we are made in God’s image)
Personal
Love
Wisdom
Free will
Merciful
Gracious
Creative
Relational
Truthful
Patience
Goodness
Faithful
Holy

The divine attributes and the Trinity
1. All of the attributes are fully present in all three persons of the Godhead; what is theologically known as The Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

2. These attributes are eternally permanent. They have always existed and always will. He is God of the Old and New Testament. He was always fully loving even when exercising judgement in the stories of the OT. That can be difficult to get our western mindset around. There is no God of the Old Testament and God of the New Testament. He is God of the whole Bible. Eternally past and eternity ‘future’ (when time has come to an end).


3. All of God’s attributes are inseparable and all are connected. There are no ‘parts’ of God like a slice of the pie with some being more prominent than others. God is both fully a holy judge and fully loving and merciful. Each attribute works in perfect unity with all the others.

‘All of God is all of His attributes in their entirety’. R C Sproul


[bookmark: _Hlk213055055]Why is it important to know the attributes of God?
· If we are to have a relationship with God and know God, we must have a clear and truthful understanding of who God is.

· It challenges misrepresentations (idols) we may have of God.


· It leads to worship and obedience.

· Sound theology should shape the songs we sing, our prayers and the conversations we have with others. 


· A right view of God will shape our daily choices. ‘Be holy because I am holy’.

· How we present God to others. Evangelism.




How do we know of God’s attributes?

1. God reveals Himself to us through His Word (The Bible)

· He is revealed by His names to which we can relate.

Jehovah Jireh. The Lord will provide. Gen 22:14
Jehovah Rophe. The Lord who heals. Exodus15: 22-26  
Jehovah M’Kaddesh. The Lord who sanctifies. Leviticus 20:8

What other names of God are there in the Bible?

Jehovah Nissi. The Lord our banner. Exodus 17:15
Jehovah Shalom. The Lord our peace. Judges 6:24
Jehovah Tsidkenu. The Lord our righteousness. Jeremiah 23:5-6 and 33:16
Jehovah Rohi. The Lord our Shepherd. Psalm 23
Jehovah Shamma. The Lord is there. Ezekiel 48:35
Jehovah Sabaoth. The Lord of Hosts. Isaiah 1:24, Psalm 46:7

· He is revelated by what He has done. Eg. His judgement on sin
· He is revealed by descriptions which are often ‘anthropomorphic’ (having human characteristics eg. ‘The hand of God’, ‘The face of God’).

2. He is revealed in creation. 

Romans 1:20
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

 
100 to 400 thousand million (billion) stars in our galaxy alone (The Milky Way). The next nearest star to us after the sun is Alpha Centauri which is 4.37 light years away.
There are an estimated 200 billion galaxies.
The universe is 13.6 billion light years across.

What does that say of his divine nature and eternal power?

3. God has supremely revealed Himself in Jesus Christ, The Word made flesh. Emmanuel. God with us. (John 1:14 and Hebrews 1:1-3). 

Jesus said that if we have seen Him we have seen the Father. (John 14:9). He is the, ‘I am…’ (John 8:58)

We can never fully know or understand God. We are finite. He is infinite. We are in time and space. He is beyond time and space. (Psalm 145:3 and 147:5).
We will spend all of eternity discovering more of the nature and attributes of God.
However, we can know true things about God and experience God – His love, His transforming power, His guidance, His forgiveness, His revelation. (Jeremiah 9:23-24. John 17:3)

Questions for discussion in formation groups
1. How would you describe your relationship with God?
2. What does it mean to ‘know God’?
3. Are there any attributes of God with which you struggle and why?



