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At  l e a s t  s o m e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  B i b l e  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  4 ,0 0 7  
l a n g u a g e s  o u t  o f  a  k n o w n  7 , 3 9 6  l a n g u a g e s .  T h e s e  l a n g u a g e s  g i v e  
a c c e s s  t o  9 9 %  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Th e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  B i b l e  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  7 76  l a n g u a g e s  w h i c h  
c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  b y  6 . 2  b i l l i o n  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
8 . 2  b i l l i o n .  

Th e  Ne w  Te s t a m e n t  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a  f u r t h e r  1 ,7 9 8  l a n g u a g e s .
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Th e  Bi b l e  i s  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  t r a n s l a t e d  b o o k  i n  t h e  w o r l d .



Th e  p r o g r e s s  o v e r  2 6  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  r e m a r k a b l e .  A s  o f  1  A u g u s t ,  
2 0 2 5 ,  j u s t  5 4 4  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  7 , 3 9 6  l i v i n g  l a n g u a g e s  r e m a i n  o n  t h e  
w a i t i n g  l i s t  f o r  B i b l e  t r a n s l a t i o n  t o  b e g i n .  A  y e a r  a g o ,  t h e  n u m b e r  w a s  
9 8 5  l a n g u a g e s .  In  2 0 2 0 ,  i t  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  2 ,0 0 0 .  In  1 9 9 9 ,  i t  w a s  
m o r e  t h a n  5 ,0 0 0 .  

Pu t  a n o t h e r  w a y :  S i n c e  1 9 9 9 ,  B i b l e  t r a n s l a t i o n  m o v e m e n t s  h a v e  
e n g a g e d  m o r e  t h a n  4 ,6 0 0  l a n g u a g e s  t h a t  h a d  n o  S c r i p t u r e  a c c e s s  
b e f o r e  t h e n .  

Wy c l i f f e  G l o b a l  A l l i a n c e
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1 0 0  m i l l i o n  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  B i b l e  a r e  s o l d  w o r l d w i d e  e v e r y  y e a r .  

B i b l e  s a l e s  h a v e  s u r g e d  b y  8 7 %  i n  t h e  U K  b e t w e e n  2 0 1 9  a n d  2 0 24 .  
Hi g h e s t  s a l e s  h a v e  b e e n  a m o n g s t  G e n  Z .
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Th e  ‘c a n o n’  o f  s c r i p t u r e .  

Gr e e k :  ‘ k a n o n’  m e a n i n g  ‘m e a s u r i n g  r o d ’  o r  ‘ r u l e ’ .  

3 9  ‘ b o o k s ’  i n  t h e  Ol d  Te s t a m e n t  a n d  2 7  i n  t h e  Ne w  Te s t a m e n t .  

Th e  w o r d ,  " B i b l e"  l i t e r a l l y  m e a n s  " t h e  b o o k s"  o r  " t h e  l i t t l e  b o o k s ,"  
d e r i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  Gr e e k  w o r d s  ‘ t a  b i b l i a ’ .  

Th e  s i n g u l a r  f o r m ,  ‘ b i b l i o n ’  (βιβλίον ) ,  m e a n t  a  s c r o l l  o r  p a p y r u s .
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https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&cs=0&sca_esv=b77b92e33e02ffaf&q=Koine+Greek&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiU_-_S1MuPAxWjXUEAHaUKNGAQxccNegQIAhAC&mstk=AUtExfDFEv4fy_Ubi9cVard_zTy3tDG0FDQVhe-3ua70aUTTGX8XpL0TeoGTwMMo6fhd81c7miQ3RIvNSnTiQ_4qybkWtyJslqoNJr-gmZnq2c_JGaUblc6pGTinJyTptFRY0KPKksUwWxCAPp6uvrbQ31hJbd4Et4J6dX9T-7nJLmogBJ8&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&cs=0&sca_esv=b77b92e33e02ffaf&q=ta+biblia&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiU_-_S1MuPAxWjXUEAHaUKNGAQxccNegQIAhAD&mstk=AUtExfDFEv4fy_Ubi9cVard_zTy3tDG0FDQVhe-3ua70aUTTGX8XpL0TeoGTwMMo6fhd81c7miQ3RIvNSnTiQ_4qybkWtyJslqoNJr-gmZnq2c_JGaUblc6pGTinJyTptFRY0KPKksUwWxCAPp6uvrbQ31hJbd4Et4J6dX9T-7nJLmogBJ8&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&cs=0&sca_esv=b77b92e33e02ffaf&q=biblion&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiU_-_S1MuPAxWjXUEAHaUKNGAQxccNegQIBBAB&mstk=AUtExfDFEv4fy_Ubi9cVard_zTy3tDG0FDQVhe-3ua70aUTTGX8XpL0TeoGTwMMo6fhd81c7miQ3RIvNSnTiQ_4qybkWtyJslqoNJr-gmZnq2c_JGaUblc6pGTinJyTptFRY0KPKksUwWxCAPp6uvrbQ31hJbd4Et4J6dX9T-7nJLmogBJ8&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&cs=0&sca_esv=b77b92e33e02ffaf&q=scroll&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiU_-_S1MuPAxWjXUEAHaUKNGAQxccNegQIBBAC&mstk=AUtExfDFEv4fy_Ubi9cVard_zTy3tDG0FDQVhe-3ua70aUTTGX8XpL0TeoGTwMMo6fhd81c7miQ3RIvNSnTiQ_4qybkWtyJslqoNJr-gmZnq2c_JGaUblc6pGTinJyTptFRY0KPKksUwWxCAPp6uvrbQ31hJbd4Et4J6dX9T-7nJLmogBJ8&csui=3


2  T i m o t h y  3 : 1 6  a n d  1 7   
A l l  S c r i p t u r e  i s  G o d - b r e a t h e d  ( i n s p i r e d )  a n d  i s  u s e f u l  f o r  t e a c h i n g ,  
r e b u k i n g ,  c o r r e c t i n g  a n d  t r a i n i n g  i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  1 7  s o  t h a t  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  
G o d  m a y  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  e q u i p p e d  f o r  e v e r y  g o o d  w o r k .  

Gr e e k  –  ‘p a s a  g r a p h e  t h e o p n e u s t o s ’ .  =  ‘e v e r y  s c r i p t u r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  
G o d ’  o r  ‘e v e r y  s c r i p t u r e  i s  i n s p i r e d  b y  G o d  a n d  i s … ’
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Wh y  r e a d  t h e  Bi b l e?
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I t  i s  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  Ho l y  S p i r i t

I t  t e a c h e s

It  r e b u k e s  a n d  c o r r e c t s

I t  t h o r o u g h l y  e q u i p s  u s  f o r  e v e r y  g o o d  w o r k

It  i s  a  w e a p o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  w a r f a r e

It  t e a c h e s  u s  h o w  t o  p r a y

It  h e l p s  u s  t o  l i v e  i n  p u r i t y

I t  g i v e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h u m a n  h i s t o r y  –  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e .
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Ho w  d o  w e  r e a d  t h e  Bi b l e?

Co n s i s t e n t l y  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y

Wi t h  e x p e c t a t i o n

M e m o r i s e

Ta k e  t i m e  a n d  m e d i t a t e

J o u r n a l

Us e  s t u d y  a i d s

I t  g i v e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h u m a n  h i s t o r y  –  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e .
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