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· What are the factors that shape culture in different parts of the world?

· How does the kingdom of God impact those different factors?


· What does it mean to transform society?












Introduction:

When Jesus walked the earth, He came with a simple yet profound message – ‘the kingdom of God is at hand’. 
Understood to be the overthrow of the Roman authorities and the establishment of an earthly kingdom in their place with Israel restored as an independent country under God. 
What Jesus came to establish was not an earthly, time-space kingdom, but an eternal and transcendent kingdom, which is superior in power, authority and substance but nevertheless is demonstrated by his followers now and foreshadows what is to come. 
 Seen by the prophet Isaiah.
 Isaiah 2: 2-4.
And Daniel when interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dream:
Daniel 2:44-45

The ‘kingdom of God’ effects individual’s hearts and shapes the course of nations. Jesus’ mandate was to disciple nations (Greek: ‘ethne’. Matthew 28:19). Ultimately to glorify Christ and to show the breadths of God’s redeeming plan for all of creation. 
Within the HTB network of churches, part of our vision is, ‘The transformation of society.’ Why? An expression of the love of God for His world. 
It the overturning of corrupt institutions and the eradication of demonically entrenched systems of thought and practice that subjugate entire people groups and feed injustice. 
Revival must move to transformation. Many nations have experienced revival without societal transformation. 

Transformation happens to culture when the roots and life of an awakened Church and the gospel message sink deep into the fabric of nation and the light of Christ begins to invade every dark structure and ungodly ideology, turning things to be as God wants.

Jesus taught us to pray:

‘Let your kingdom come, Let your will be done on earth as in heaven’

So how does that transformation of society take place?

The ‘Seven Mountain’ vision

Every culture is shaped by:

❖ RELIGION – The belief systems about God, death, the spirit world, the purpose of life..

❖ FAMILY – Belief and practice relating to marriage, the raising of children, sexual practice and sexual identity. 

❖ GOVERNMENT – The role of government and the way a nation is governed including the laws it enacts to restrain evil, enable the nation to be cared for and secure or otherwise. 

❖ EDUCATION – What a nation’s children and adults are taught about what is true and what is important. 

❖ MEDIA – The reporting, interpretation and dissemination of information, analysis and events. 

❖ ARTS / ENTERTAINMENT – The focus of creativity and ‘leisure and pleasure’ and the place it has in a nation’s life.

❖ BUSINESS – How wealth and finance is generated and how it is distributed. This mountain influences all the others.

Historically, when leaders of these ‘mountains’ are moved by godly principles, society is transformed and experiences blessing. It is a shadow and foretaste of the future fulness that comes after Christ’s return.

In recent years, a vision for reclaiming the mountains for Christ – the transformation of society - has grown and Christians have been committing themselves to prayerfully pursuing bringing influence and transformation in these different spheres.

Q: In groups, share what you do and one way in which the kingdom of God may be expressed in that place through you.

What might it look like when Christians ‘reclaim the mountains’? 

Examples:

· Uganda and the response to AIDS

· Walled City of Hong Kong: Jackie Pullinger

· Cairo: St Stephens Society. 

· Debt counselling. 

· Advocacy on death row: Bryan Stephenson. 

· Hope, Health Action.

· Politics. The Prime minister of Latvia. 

What are we personally called to? How is the answer to the prayer, ‘Let your kingdom come’, being expressed through our own lives? How is he calling us to be salt and light?

The Battle for the Mountain Tops
Building the Kingdom of God is a co-operative process. It means the church coming together in one accord.
Psalm 133

For us to see the transformation of society key kingdom principles are required:
· Personal revival and surrender to the Lordship of Jesus. 
· Unity of God’s people and a laying down of a tribal mentality. Honouring of the whole body of Christ.
· Continuous prayer. 
· Renewal of our thinking as to the purpose of our lives
· Faith for the transformation that God can bring in our society
· Courage in being salt and light. 
· Obedience to serve where God wants to place us and a recognition that we are all called to full-time service and being on mission wherever we are.

For discussion:

· Which ‘mountain’ might God be calling you to influence? What stirs and provokes you? What makes you mad or sad?
· What could be your action plan in the next year?
· How could that ‘mountain’ look different five years from now?




