HT @ HOME
Sunday 20th September 2026 – Trinity 16
Opening Prayer
Creator of the universe, watch over us and keep us in the light of your presence.  May our praise continually blend with that of all creation, until we come together to the eternal joys which you promise in your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Hymn 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail njot,
As thou has been thou for ever wilt be.
	Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness
	Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand has provided,
great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness,
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love;
	Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness….

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
	Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness….
	
The Collect
Lord of creation, whose glory is around and within us; open our eyes to your wonders, that we may serve you with reverence and know y0our peace at our lives’ end, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.





The Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.      
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.      
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.  Amen.

Reading NT Reading Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of the Workers in the Vineyeard
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard.  He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.
“About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the market-place doing nothing.  He told them, “You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right”.  So they went.
“He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing.  About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around.  He asked them, “Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?”
“Because no-one has hired us”, they answered;.
“He said to them, You also go and work in my vineyard”.
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first’.
“The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more.  But each one of them also received a denarius.  When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.  These men who were hired last worked only one hour’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work, and the heat of the day’.
“But he answered one of them ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you.  Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius?  Take your pay and go.  I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you.  Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money?  Or are you envious because I am generous?”
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Reflection
We all have a strong sense of fairness when we feel that we have been treated unjustly, it can stir up deep frustration.  Likewise, when we witness injustice in the world our instinct is to want things put right.  It is perhaps this natural desire for fairness that makes todays Gospel one of Jesus’ most challenging parables.  At first hearing, the story of the labourers in the vineyard can seem unfair. It is easy to sympathise with those who worked all day and felt aggrieved when those who had laboured for only one hour received exactly the same wage.  Not fair.

Yet the heart of the parable is not about fairness in the way we usually understand it.  The landowner does not cheat the workers who began at dawn; he pays them precisely what he had promised.  What surprises everyone is not his justice, but his generosity.  Jesus invites us to recognise that God’s ways cannot be measured by our human calculations.  His mercy and generosity overflow the limits of what we think people deserve!

This is both comforting and humbling.  None of us can earn God’s love by our achievements alone or claim a greater share of His grace because of our efforts. Everything we received from His is ultimately a gift.  Whether we have followed Christ for a life-time or have only recently turned to Him, we stand before God not as a people who have earned a reward but as beloved children, who have received far more than we deserve.

Hymn
 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed;
	Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee
	How great thou art, how great thou art! X2
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
And her the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;
	Then sings my soul,

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die – I scarce can take it in;
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin;
	Then sings my soul,

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home – what joy shall fill my heart!
Then shall I bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!
	Then sings my soul,

Closing prayers
Almighty God, you have taught us through your Son that love is the fulfilling of the law; grant that we may love you with our whole heart and our neighbours as ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done,
On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever.  Amen.


