HT @ HOME
Sunday 4th October 2026 – Trinity 18
Opening Prayer
Lord, you touch our lives with the gentleness of your love, you inspire in us everything that is good and pure, help us to walk in your way and bring glory to your name.  Amen.

Hymn 
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of his word;
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

Tell out my soul, the greatness of his name!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;
His holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.

Tell out my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

Tell out my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children’s children and for evermore.
	
The Collect
God, our judge and Saviour, teach us to be open to your truth and to trust in your love, that we may live each day with confidence in the salvation which is given through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.





The Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.      
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.      
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.  Amen.

Reading NT Reading Matthew 21:33-46 Parable of the Tenants
“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard.  He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower.  Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey.  When the harvest time approached, he sent6 his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.
“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.  Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them in the same way.  Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son’ he said.
“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.  Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
	“The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,
	The Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes”
Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.  He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.”
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them.  They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.

Reflection
In the parable Jesus tells, we encounter a lot of violence.  The servants of a landowner are sent to collect the harvest from his vineyard, but the tenants turn on them and kill them.  Then, in an even more shocking act, they kill the landowner’s own son, imagining that by doing so they can seize the vineyard for themselves.  At the root of their violence lies greed, a desire to possess what is not theirs.  We recognise something of this in our own world.  Look at all the wars raging in the world today.  Violence today is often driven by the same forces; jealousy, anger, and the hunger for control.  Scripture in this way holds up a mirror every age, including our own.

Yet, the parable also points beyond itself.  Jesus is speaking, in part, about his own rejection: how he, the Son, will be cast aside and put to death.  And still, violence does not have the final word.  And then Jesus quotes the psalms, which he was of course very familiar with: “the stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone” (Psalm 118:22).  God transforms rejection into new life!  These readings remind us that even when darkness seems to oprevail, God is still quietly at work, bringing life out of loss.

Hymn
The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to life
In pastures green; he leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness
E’en for his own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear none ill;
For thou art with me, and thy rod
And staff me comfort still.


My table thou hast furnished
In presence of my foes;
My head thou dost with oil anoint
And my cup overflows.

Goodness, and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house for evermore
My dwelling-place shall be.

Closing prayers
We praise and thank you Almighty God, that you have taught us through your Son that love is the fulfilling of the law; grant that we may love you with our whole heart and our neighbours as ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done,
On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever.  Amen.


