HT @ HOME
Sunday 25th October 2026 – Trinity 21
Opening Prayer
Help us, living Lord, to grow in holiness and in love that we might be the people you would have us be.  May we reveal your glory in our lives.  Amen.

Hymn (1,3,5)
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
Kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine;
Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
These are the offerings to lay on his shrine.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
Kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.

The Collect
Almighty God, in whose service lies perfect freedom; teach us to obey you with 
loving hearts and steadfast wills; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.      
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.      
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.  Amen.

Reading NT Reading 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
You know, brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure.  We had previously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition.  For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you.  On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel.  We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts.  You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed – God is our witness.  We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else.
As apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you, but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children.  We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.

Reflection 
It takes courage to proclaim the Gospel.  Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy came to Thessalonica after being “shamefully mistreated” in Philippi.  Elsewhere, Paul lists the many ways he has suffered on behalf of the Gospel.  Today, we read in the newspaper of Christians in countries around the world who face arrest and even death for daring to proclaim the Gospel.  But what about us?  It seems that a different kind of courage is required of those of us who live in countries that celebrate freedom of expression with respect to religion and honour that freedom for all the religions that are represented.

We often associate courage with bravery, or even bravado, but courage can take many forms.  It appears that courage is related to confidence.  It is a confidence that allows us to remain non-=defensive when challenged; to listen respect6fully to others recognizing that God may be speaking to us through them, a confidence that is not smug, but generous.

These verses make much of pleasing God rather than humans.  So what does it mean to please God in our proclamation of the Gospel?  It means being faithful to the Gospel, but it is more than that.  God witnesses our actions and tests our heart.  God has responded to us with generosity and grace and it also means recognizing what we say and do either shines light or casts a shadow on God.  We can be a path or an obstacle. 
Hymn (1,3,5)
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided,
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for our land, in this our generation,
Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care;
For young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,
Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne;
Past put behind us, for the future take us,
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Closing prayers
Father of light, in whom is no change or shadow of turning, you give us every good and perfect gift and have brought us to birth by your word of truth; may we be a living sign of that kingdom where your sole creation will be made perfect in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done,
On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever.  Amen.


