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AWAKEN 365 
SESSION 5


The Authority of Scripture: Why and How to Read the Bible

Saturday 26th September 
Phil Playfoot



Recommended reading:

How To Read the Bible for All Its Worth: Gordon D Fee and Douglas Stuart
Systematic Theology: Wayne Grudem. Chapters 2 to 8.






















Introduction:

The ‘Doctrine of Scripture’ is about the written word of the Bible, the Old and New Testament. It is what is known as, ‘The canon of scripture’. The word ‘canon’ (Greek: kanon = ‘measuring rod’ or ‘rule’). It includes all the 66 parts of the Bible (39 in the OT and 27 in the NT) that the early church leaders accepted  as being divinely inspired (‘God breathed’) and therefore having authority in regard to what God wants to communicate to us. It includes such truths as; Who God is; The purpose of our lives; How we can know God; How does God want us to live; Who Jesus is and why He came; What happens when we die. It is the story of God’s love.

The Bible is often referred to as the ‘Word of God’. That is true but the phrase can also be used in other ways which you might hear referred to:

· The person of Jesus Christ. John 1:1. The Word (Greek ‘Logos’)
· Speech by God. Genesis 1:3. ‘God said, ‘Let there be Light’.
· Personal communication. Genesis 3:9. ‘The Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”.
· Speech through human lips. The prophets in the Old Testament.

In this session we are referring to the ‘Word of God’ as the Bible. 

The word "Bible" literally means "the books" or "the little books," deriving from the Greek word ‘ta biblia’ (τὰ βιβλία). This, in turn, comes from the singular form, ‘biblion’ (βιβλίον), which literally meant a scroll or papyrus and became the ordinary word for a book

Why do we read the Bible?

1. It is inspired by the Holy Spirit. ‘God breathed’ or ‘breathed out by God’ = Theopneustos. 

2 Timothy 3:16 and 17 is the key Bible reference.
All Scripture is God-breathed (inspired) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Greek – ‘pasa graphe theopneustos’. = ‘every scripture inspired by God’ or ‘every scripture is inspired by God and is…’

It wasn’t just ‘God breathed’ for those times and places. It is still ‘God breathed’. The ‘wind’ of the Spirit (another meaning of ‘pneustos’), still blows through the scriptures as we read them, bringing revelation and life to us.
We read the Bible because God still speaks to us through all of it. If you want to hear God speak, read the Bible.



What do we mean by ‘Scripture’?

The letter to Timothy was written by Paul from Rome in about AD 65-67.  ‘Scripture’ to Paul included both Old Testament and already parts of what was to become the New Testament including what Paul was writing and what the disciples had recorded of the life and teaching of Jesus.

2 Peter 3:16. Paul’s writings were already accepted as ‘scripture’.
‘And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.’

What is the difference between ‘inspiration’ and ‘inspiring’. 
1 Chronicles 1:1-54. (The historical records from Adam to Abraham) and Leviticus are just as inspired as Isaiah 53:1 – 2 (prophecy about Christ). We may not find it as inspiring or illuminating as other parts of the Bible but it is all ‘God breathed’ and ‘trains us in righteousness’. There may be differences in application though equal in inspiration.

Inspiration is a supernatural work of God where He causes His truth to be expressed through people in a manner that reflects the character and background of the writer in a specific historical context while being free from error.


2. It teaches us.

It tells us what is true and false and right and wrong. It shows what is real and false; what matters and what is unimportant. It addresses the issues of money, work, family, relationships, parenting, God’s plan for His church, leadership, forgiveness, freedom, responsibility. It is a manual for life.

3. It rebukes and corrects.

As we read the Bible it exposes wrong attitudes, motives and behaviours. It causes us to have a change of mind (Greek = metanoia) and go in a different direction. What we call ‘repentance’. This is the process of us becoming more like Jesus. What is known as ‘sanctification’. 
This is how the activity of the Bible is described.
Hebrews 4:12
"The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart"

4. ‘It thoroughly equips us for every good work’

If we want to serve the Lord and be fruitful and effective in what we do as Christians, we are to meditate on the Bible which not only shows us what to do and how to do it but strengthens us to persevere. It causes us and the church to prosper.
Psalm 1: 1-3
Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night.  That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither — whatever they do prospers.

5. It is a weapon of spiritual warfare

Ephesians 6:17
Take the…sword of the Spirit which is the word of God.
The context of this verse is Paul talking about our battle against the spiritual forces of evil which are in the heavenly realms. We have an enemy, Satan, that the Bible describes as, ‘The father of lies’ (John 8:44). His strategy of lying began with Adam and Eve when he appeared to them and lied to them about what God has said. It continued with Jesus who faced Satan’s lies as Jesus was tested in the wilderness for 40 days. 

So, the Bible helps not only to protect us from Satan’s lies and accusations but provides a weapon for advancing the kingdom as we speak and act on truth in our society.

6. It teaches us how to pray

It is a weapon that can be used in prayer. In the passage in Ephesians 6, just after he has spoken about the word of God as a sword, Paul gives on to say we are to, ‘Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers.’

The Bible not only records the prayers of many people over the years which can be taken and prayed back to God ourselves as inspired prayers but the Bible also records how we are to pray in what is known as ‘The Lord’s prayer’.
That model for prayer is recorded in Matthew 6: 9-13 and Luke 11: 2-4. Each phrase can be expanded to pray in line with what the scriptures teach including the promises that God has made to us in the Bible.

7. It helps us to live in purity
Psalm 119: 9-11
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. 
I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 

We are in a world that assaults our senses with impurity and we contend with what the Bible describes as ‘the flesh’ from within. Those pressures cause us to rationalise and justify ways of living that are sin. The Bible gives us clear commands as to how God wants us to live and the grace to do so. 

8. It foretells and gives insight into human history
2 Peter 1:21
For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit

Through the Bible God chooses to reveal how He has and will act in human history. The Old Testament prophets declared the mind and heart of God and this assures us that God is sovereignly in charge. History is ‘His- story’. This brings us hope and a reassurance that the justice and purposes of God will be fulfilled.

How do we read the Bible?

1. Come with an expectation that God will speak to you through it. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to understand and apply it.
2. Read the Bible systematically both Old and New Testament. There are various aids to help you to do this in a year which take readings from all parts of the Bible.
3. Take time. Read a passage slowly a few times and think/meditate over what you are reading. Is there a word or verse that stands out to you? What might God be speaking to you about? Is there something that it is telling you to do or not to do? Does your thinking about God, yourself or others need to be changed?
4. Consider keeping a journal alongside your reading.
5. Use the many study aids that are available online or in book form to understand the meaning of a passage and how it may apply today. These are called ‘commentaries’.
6. Try and memorise Bible verses. It provides ongoing spiritual food.
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